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February 24, 2015 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
This is the first year that PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers) will be 
administered.  These assessments have been developed to measure student achievement in English Language 
Arts (ELA) and Mathematics.  It is based upon the learning standards from the Common Core Standards for 
grades third through twelve.  PARCC 2015 includes two separate test administrations:  Performance-Based 
Assessment (PBA) and End-of-Year (EOY).   

The first part of this computer based assessment is the PBA.  This is administered after approximately 75 
percent of instructional time is complete.  Our testing schedule is as follows:  

Grades 3 and 4      March 9- 13 

Grades 5 and 6      March 16-20  

Grades 7 and 8       March 2, 3 (no testing on March 4th- 1:00 closing) 5, 6, and 9 

This administration is comprised of five units: three for English Language Arts and two for Mathematics. The 
ELA sections of the PBA focus on writing effectively when analyzing text.  The Mathematics sections address 
the application of skills and concepts, and on understanding multiple-step problems that require abstract 
reasoning.   

Here are a few things for you to remember when preparing your child for this first week of testing:   

• Avoid tardiness at all cost; students who arrive after testing has begun will have to miss that day’s 
assessment and take the make-up testing.  Taking the test on the make-up day will cause the student to 
miss new instruction as the classes move forward after regular testing has ended. 

• Absences are often necessary due to illness.  If your child is ill on a regularly scheduled test day, your 
judgment of your child’s ability to attend school will not be questioned.  A child who is ill will not 
perform his/her best on any test.   

• Make sure your child receives enough sleep nightly; a well-rested brain performs better. 

• Ensure your child has a healthy balanced breakfast; a well fed brain has the energy needed for long 
testing sessions. 

• Dress your child in comfortable clothing; loose fitting layers will allow your child to add or take off 
layers as the temperature of the testing room dictates. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me at (908)238-6016 or Laura Marchese, 
District Test Coordinator, at (908) 238-6011. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
Jeffrey Bender 
Superintendent 
 


